
 
 

Wage Comparison 
 

For the public, the time comparison is often easier to understand than comparing hours alone. 
Here's a version that clearly shows the advantage of completing training in 1,500 hours rather 

than 3,000. 

Apprenticeship Path vs. School Path 

Time to Complete Training 

Assuming both students attend training 34.5 hours per week: 

Cosmetology School Path 

• Required Training Hours: 1,500 
• Weekly Schedule: 34.5 hours 
• Completion Time: 43.5 weeks 

✓ Licensed and workforce-ready in about 10 months 

Apprenticeship Path-if the student attends 34.5 hours every week until the 3,000 hours are 
completed.  If they do not and only work 32 hours per week (which is the average for a full-
time, licensed cosmetologist), the completion time will increase by 7 weeks to 94 weeks, 
which is typical.  

• Required Training Hours: 3,000 
• Weekly Schedule: 34.5 hours or 32 hours 
• Completion Time: 87 weeks or 94 weeks 

✓ Licensed and workforce-ready in about 20 months or 21.5 months.  

What Does This Mean? 

The student choosing the Cosmetology School Path reaches licensure approximately: 

43.5 weeks sooner, 50.50 weeks sooner, or nearly 10 months earlier than a student pursuing 
an apprenticeship. 

The bottom line: attending 2.5 fewer hours per week extends the apprenticeship by nearly 7 
weeks and delays licensure by approximately 1-1/2 months.  



 
 

During those additional 43.5 or 50.50 weeks, the academy graduate can already be: 

• Working as a licensed cosmetologist and working anywhere in the state 
• Building a clientele 
• Earning tips and commissions 
• Earning retail compensation 
• Performing higher-value chemical services 
• Advancing professionally 

Financial Impact 

Apprenticeship Path 

Income earned during training: 

3,000 hours × $10.85/hour = $32,550 

Cosmetology School Path 

Tuition Investment: 

-$18,000 

Because the academy graduate becomes licensed after only 1,500 hours, they can spend the 
next 1,500 hours earning professional wages. 

Using an average service value of $40 per hour: 

1,500 hours × $40 = $60,000 

Net earnings after tuition: 

$60,000 − $18,000 = $42,000 

Comparison at the Time of the Apprentice Completes Training 

Apprentice 

$32,550 



 
Cosmetology School Graduate 

$42,000 

Difference 

$42,000 − $32,550 = $9,450 

✓ The Cosmetology School Graduate is ahead by approximately $9,450 and has been licensed 
for nearly 10 months longer. 

 Bottom Line 

At the same 34.5 hours per week schedule, the Cosmetology School Path allows students to 
enter the profession in approximately 10 months, while the apprenticeship requires 
approximately 20 months. 

That's nearly one full year of additional professional experience, income (retail and tips), client 
building, and career growth, making the Cosmetology School Path a strong investment in both 
time and long-term earning potential. 
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